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Your Oct. 7 editorial, "Do we need police officers in our elementary schools?," raises another important 

question: Is this truly the best investment we can make for our young people? 

Before making the decision to spend precious tax dollars, we must first examine whether it is necessary to 

have police patrolling our elementary school hallways and think seriously about the potential negative 

consequences and costs to the community. 

School resource officers sometimes lack a clear understanding of their role in the educational context or the 

rights of the children they serve. Without intending to, they may create an adversarial environment that pushes 

students, particularly at-risk children, out of school rather than supporting positive behavior and engaging 

them in learning. 

In our state, as well as across the nation, children are being referred to the courts for offenses that pose no 

serious safety risk and used to be handled by administrators. In South Carolina in 2007-08, the single most 

common offense resulting in a juvenile court referral was "disturbing schools." 

Research demonstrates that children who have contact with juvenile justice systems are much more likely to 

be incarcerated as adults. The community ultimately pays for the costs that come with an increase in 

dropouts, crime and unemployment. In these tough economic times, surely we can find better ways to invest 

in schools and support the most vulnerable members of our community. 

Victoria Middleton 

Executive director 
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plebeian wrote on 10/13/2009 03:47:24 AM: 

The ACLU is probably the greatest determent to our schools ability to administer appropriate 
punishment to unruly students. Here is a news flash for you Ms. Middleton...students don't have the 
right to be "disturbing" anyone, anywhere, any time. You people are part of the problem, rather than 
part of the solution. I do agree however, that we don't need police officers in our elementary 

schools...we need them on our streets, thanks in part to the ACLU.
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