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The right to vote is the fundamental element of self-government. Government should not
impede that right with unnecessary restrictions. But neither should government, under the
guise of assuring that right, diminish the value of valid votes by failing to assure that ballots
actually are cast by the people whose names are checked off on the voter rolls.

The S.C. House has passed a bill introduced by Speaker Bobby Harrell, R-Charleston,
requiring voters to have picture identification via a driver's license, passport, military ID or
state-issued ID card. The Senate appears likely to follow suit soon.

This legislation would not create an "undue burden" on legal voters, as some critics charge.
It would, instead, help minimize the possibility of voter fraud.

Unfortunately, our state, region and nation carry a bitter legacy of Jim Crow times when
many black Americans were deprived of voting by assorted — and insidious — official
means, including literacy tests and poll taxes.

Victoria Middleton, executive director of the Charleston-based South Carolina office of the
American Civil Liberties Union, argues that supporters of voter ID laws "have failed to
demonstrate that individual voter fraud is a problem in this state or in any other state in the
country where similar efforts are under way."

But a potential problem of voter fraud looms when people can vote without providing
verification of their identities. Our elections should not be run on an honor system that
makes casting other people's votes all too easy.

As for constitutional concerns, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld Indiana's voter ID law last
year.

Yes, past suppression of minority voting in this state and others was shameful. However,
the reasonable requirement of a picture can't fairly be equated with the onerous literacy tests
and poll taxes of long ago. The House bill repeals the current $5 fee for the state ID card to
avoid putting a price on the right to vote.

In this high-tech, information age, the few folks who don't already have picture IDs likely
need them — whether they want to vote or not. As Speaker Harrell put it: "A picture ID is

required to do just about anything in our society, except to vote."

Lots of organizations, across party lines, already work hard to get out the vote. Those
groups should have ample funding — and motivation — for the mission of helping the
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relatively few voting-age South Carolinians who lack picture IDs get them.
And all South Carolinians who properly treasure the legitimate right to vote should

recognize the importance of assuring that voters are who they say they are.
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